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24 Hrs In Photos at Foam Amsterdam, by Erik Kessels  (2012)



>Anadolu Agency - Getty Images

Images are networked: an example
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Platforms rank and recommend images in distinctive 
ways.

Pinterest
offers social and similarity 
recommendations 

Facebook 
recommends content 
liked by a person or page

Instagram
invites you to circulate your 
images across platforms
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Zooming out

Looking at ‘groups’ of images, as encountered and collected online. 

This allows for various ‘distant reading’ research approaches such as cultural 
analytics (Manovich), studying patterns of circulation, repetition and modification 
(Steyerl’s ‘circulationism’),  or encountering stability or gaps in the collection instead 
(See also: Colombo, 2018).



Comparing Instagram 
activity for #parisagreement
1 month before and after US 
withdrawal announcement. 





Image timeline





Timelines can also show you stability

 



Zooming out

 
-with image networks based on digital objects 
(hashtags, reactions, emojis, URLs, etc.) 
or image labels  (e.g., using machine vision); 
- or by using the dataset as a training set for machine 
learning.

See also: 
Crawford, K., & Paglen, T. (2019). Excavating AI: The Politics of Images in Machine 
Learning Training Sets. https://excavating.ai

Ciston, S. (2023) A Critical Field Guide for Working with Machine Learning Datasets, in  K. 
Crawford and M. Ananny, Eds. Knowing Machines project, Feb. 2023. 
https://knowingmachines.org/critical-field-guide 

And check out www.visualmethodologies.org 

https://excavating.ai/
https://knowingmachines.org/critical-field-guide
http://www.visualmethodologies.org/
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Zooming in

“Close engagement with specific images” (Rose, 2016).

Reading the visual vernaculars of  different platforms as different 
windows on an issue.



Platform vernacular composite images
Composite images of the top 10 most engaged with images of 
climate change per platform

Facebook Google Instagram Twitter Tumblr Reddit





Facebook



Google Image Search



Instagram



VISUAL AND DIGITAL METHODS FOR ISSUE 
RESEARCH

visual close reading
Platforms have distinct visual vernaculars.
These visual vernaculars may change over time.



WIKIPEDIA/01: Images



WIKIPEDIA: Images before the 
announcement

ARTICLES
Global warming
2015 United Nations 
Climate Change 
Conference
Climate change
Paris Agreement
Climate change denial



WIKIPEDIA: Images after the 
announcement
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Opening up through participatory practices

Collaborative annotation can help in the processes of: collecting information, 
interpreting research results, identifying matters of concern, starting a 
conversation, exchanging perspectives, setting priorities.

See also: 
Niederer, S., & Colombo, G. (2018). Visual Methodologies for Networked Images: Designing 
Visualizations for Collaborative Research, Cross-platform Analysis, and Public Participation. 
Diseña, (14), 40-67. https://doi.org/10.7764/disena.14.40-67 

https://doi.org/10.7764/disena.14.40-67


Collections of images that 
capture experiences of the city 
were created by members of 
marginalised groups, 
interpreted and discussed in 
joint workshops and exhibited 
and presented with the 
participants.

Urban Belonging is a project by TANTlab and Service Design Lab at Aalborg University with GEHL Institute, the Center for Digital 
Welfare at ITU Copenhagen and the Visual Methodologies Collective in Amsterdam. www.urbanbelonging.com 

Urban Belonging: 
Collaborative data collection & interpretation

http://www.urbanbelonging.com/


Collections of images about 
urban nature were collected 
and visualized (top left); 
The collections were 
interpreted and annotated by 
groups of local experts in 
workshops (top right and 
bottom left)

The annotations were 
summarized in diagrams 
(bottom right).

Naturpradi by Médialab Sciences Po with the City of Paris, LaaVUE and UMR 7206 “Eco-Anthropology and Ethnobiology”.  
Photos: Gabriele 

Colombo

NATURPRADI: Collaborative 
annotation



Talk back to the map!
 Identifying matters of concern

AMFI on the map workshop, Citizen Data Lab, 2018



Tune In
Research station at a public library  

Tune In, a project by ImagineIC, OBA and Visual Methodologies 
Collective, 2021-22, https://visualmethodologies.org/tune-in-fade-
out/



It happened tomorrow
Speculative landscaping workshop
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Thank you!
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